
Good afternoon Gales Ferry/Juliet Long Parents and Families, 
 
I hope this message finds you well.  Our first day of school, September 1st, is coming very soon 
with much anticipation and many decisions to be made.  
 
This week, the Ledyard Board of Education voted to approve the Hybrid Model in our Return to 
School Plan to start the school year with an evaluation period.  This gives us the opportunity to 
see your students and operationalize all of our safety precautions that have been put in place to 
keep students, staff, and our community safe.  It is critical that we have additional information 
from you to continue in our planning efforts.  Included in this message is a survey from the 
district specifically regarding*: 
 

● Temporarily Choosing Not to Participate (Opting Out) 
● Chromebook Needs 
● Transportation 

 
Gales Ferry School Return to School Family Survey 
 
Juliet Long School Return to School Family Survey 
 
Juliet Long School Technology Request Survey 
 

*Please complete a survey for each child. 
 
Our class lists will be posted at school on Wednesday, August 26th at 10:00 am.  A separate 
communication will be sent out next week to explain the social distancing measures in place 
when the class lists are posted.  Our teachers will also be sending letters of welcome to 
students and families simultaneously.  Our professional educators invested a great deal of time 
making sure classes are as balanced as possible based on your students’ educational needs. 
We did try to honor parent requests as best as possible, which were due to school at the end of 
April.  
 
Over the past week, we have been receiving questions and requests about placement and 
cohort requests.  Cohort requests will be handled by the district.  The link to this request 
document is below.  The only criteria for a cohort switch would be to put siblings or students 
living under the same roof with different last names into the same cohort.  Cohort divisions, the 
alphabet break of A-K and L-Z, were established to balance the number of students in our two 
cohorts.  We know that this creates challenges for our parents and families.  
 
We are not unsympathetic to the concerns and circumstances of parents and families.  We have 
to make hard decisions to do the best we can to uphold public health measures.  The cohort 
model's division of the student population by last names creates a de-densified school 

https://forms.gle/L9RuJUBP4cMec4pJ7
https://forms.gle/cjE48AZZLZ2LHG6PA
https://forms.gle/J1mWZKys8rTrsr2y8


environment allowing for effective risk-mitigation strategies.  Please refer to our school's and the 
district’s return to school plan for additional information about our hybrid plan's implementation.  
  
 
Hybrid Cohort Exception Request 
 
Lastly, our school’s website has a page dedicated to communication between home and school. 
We are making every effort to keep this up to date so it can be a reference for all of our school 
community.  You can find this page at http://gfsjwl.ledyard.net/ by clicking on School 
Communications. 
  
As always, thank you for your continuing support and cooperation.  
Very respectfully, 
Mark 
  
 
 

https://forms.gle/zVcdJJuJMrXyUy2W6
http://gfsjwl.ledyard.net/
http://gfsjwl.ledyard.net/school_communications
http://gfsjwl.ledyard.net/school_communications

